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ADVANTAGES FOR DRYLOT COW/CALF PRODUCTION

Nutrition

HERD MANAGEMENT: Intensive, more precise management of herd requirements.

CONTROLLED DIETS: Use of total mixed rations allows the accurate control of diets that are 
balanced to meet herd requirements without over feeding nutrients, while also reducing feed 
waste.

EFFECTIVE FEEDSTUFF UTILIZATION: Increased utilization of lower quality crop residues and 
forages for lower daily feed costs.

IONOPHORE USAGE: Rumensin is the only approved ionophore for use in mature, reproducing 
beef cows.  Rumensin improves feed efficiency, prevents and controls coccidiosis, and allows for 
optimization of gain in growing heifers.

ECONOMICS: Hitting nutritional targets without overfeeding, reducing feed waste, blending in 
lower quality feedstuffs and utilizing Rumensin will all help to lower production costs.

Herd Health

MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS: Cows have lower maintenance requirements due to reduced 
time spent walking to feed, water and shelter sources.

HEALTH CHALLENGES: Effective management of health challenges.  Control of herd health is 
enhanced with ease of checking stock, treatment protocols, less medication cost and less death 
loss.

Reproductive 
Performance

HERD PRODUCTIVITY: Improved genetic selection, early identification of reproductive issues, and 
enhanced collection of performance data for future breeding/culling decisions.

CALF CROP UNIFORMITY: Efficient breeding resulting in a tighter calving window.

ARTIFICIAL SERVICE: Easier synchronization, estrus detection and artificial insemination.

NATURAL SERVICE: Increased number of cow:bull ratio with natural service.

Weaning

REDUCED STRESS: Low weaning stress alternative for calves.  Drylots minimize environmental and 
nutritional stress by maintaining calves in a familiar environment and exposed to diets in a bunk 
setting.   

IMPROVED INTAKES: Calves are already bunk broke.

Facilities

ECONOMICS: Maximizes use of facilities in a cost effective manner. 

FERTILIZER: Increased manure accumulation for fertilizing cropland.

PASTURE HEALTH: Allows for pasture restoration.



Drylot Beef Production

Non-traditional management systems such as drylot beef 
production may offer cattlemen an alternative to reducing cow 
numbers as grazing and hay acres continue to be converted into 
crop ground.  The availability of roughages, grains and alternative 
feeds in conjunction with a complete supplemental liquid offered 
by QLF support this management tool.  

Benefits of Using QLF Liquid Supplements in Drylot Beef Production

• Enhanced Nutrition

• Diet Uniformity

• Improved Palatability

• Reduced Feed Waste

• Superior Additive Carrier 

• Convenience

Enhanced Nutrition
QLF can deliver a complete supplemental package into a full range of 
beef cow diets.  Specific products are formulated to meet the changing 
needs of pregnant and lactating cows, in rations based on hay, silage 
or co-products.  Liquid supplements can provide supplemental protein, 
macro and micro minerals, vitamins and additives needed by beef cows.  
QLF supplements can be formulated to contain as little as 20% to over 
40% crude protein to balance ration requirements of cows.  The protein 
is comprised of a mixture of NPN from urea and natural protein sources 
from other ingredients.  Readily available forms of minerals are provided 
with QLF supplements.  

Diet Uniformity & Improved Palatability
When liquid supplements are included in total mix rations, ingredients 
with varied particle size and density are held in place.  Trace nutrients 
and additives contained in QLF liquid are distributed evenly throughout 
the ration enhancing performance and reducing the risk of potential 
digestive upsets.  

Reduced Feed Waste
Balanced nutrition is critical to herd health, calf performance, and 
reproductive efficiency.  In some cases, the most cost-effective sources of 
needed nutrients may be unfamiliar or unpalatable to cows in the herd. 
QLF supplements aid in tying up ration fines, masking off-odors and can 
maintain consistent intakes providing for better rumen function, better 
additive utilization and improved herd health.

Additive Carrier
Liquid supplements are a practical and highly effective carrier for feed 
additives.  In mixed rations, liquids support better distribution of additives 
throughout the feed, promoting uniform intake.  A wide variety of 
additives can be added to QLF liquid designed for beef cows.

Additive List
PRODUCT NAME DESCRIPTION PURPOSE

Rumensin® Ionophore (Monensin)

For improved feed efficiency; rate 
of gain; and prevention and control 
of coccidiosis caused by Eimeria 
bovis and Eimeria zuemii.

Deccox® Decoquinate
For the prevention of coccidiosis 
caused by Eimeria bovis and Eimeria 
zuemii.

Zinpro® 180 Organic Zinc (18% Zn)
Improve hoof health, improve 
immune function.

Zinpro Availa®4 Organic sources of Zinc, Man-
ganese, Copper and Cobalt

Improve hoof health, improve 
immune function

Clarifly®
EPA registered feed additive 
containing Diflubenzuron, a 
larvicide

For use in supplements for confined 
cattle as part of an integrated pest 
management program to control flies 
developing in manure.

Micro-Aid® All natural yucca extract
Promotes rumen health and rumen 
fermentation

Celmanax® Yeast culture
Promotes rumen health and rumen 
fermentation

Management
Although drylotting beef cows may be a viable option for alternative beef 
production systems, producers must capitalize on good management 
practices for optimum performance of the herd.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES FOR DRYLOT COW/CALF PRODUCTION

Facility Management

DRY CONDITIONS: Dry conditions are beneficial for cows and 
calves to help reduce risk of disease, improve hoof health, and 
increase cattle comfort.

AIR QUALITY: Good ventilation and air quality are important to 
help improve overall herd health.

ENVIRONMENTAL STRESS: Well-drained site with a southern 
exposure and periodic manure removal is critical for herd 
performance.

Herd Guidelines

CALVES: Provide a clean, dry space for the calves.  Preferably 
a small grass paddock with creep feed available.  Creep gates 
can also provide calf space when placed in the corner or back of 
pens.

COW SIZE AND AGE: If the herd is a mixture of young and 
older cows, separate cows based on age and condition for ideal 
performance.

BODY CONDITION SCORING: Evaluate body condition of the 
herd often to maximize production efficiency; if cows have 
excess condition adjust the diet to reduce costs.  If cows are 
lacking condition, adjust the diet to maintain proper health and 
reproductive performance.

HEALTH: Prompt, thorough treatment with appropriate follow-
up is necessary to keep infections from spreading through the 
herd.

VACCINATIONS: Regimented health protocols are extremely 
important in a confined or dry lot setting.  Proper vaccination 
protocols are critical to herd success for cows and calves due to 
close proximity of herd mates.

FLY CONTROL: Regular manure removal is important to 
controlling the fly population.  Aggressive spraying of the 
premises with residual sprays, providing dust bags and rubs, and 
placing insecticide ear tags in cows is important for fly control.

Convenience
QLF liquids offer a single easy-to-incorporate complete package meeting 
all supplemental needs of the herd – protein, minerals, vitamins, and 
additives.  Liquids offer an ease in application to the mix by simply 
toggling an on/off switch to be accurately applied to the ration batch.  


