
Press Talk 

Quality Liquid Feeds • 3586 Hwy 23 N •  Dodgeville, WI • 1-800-236-2345 • www.qlf.com

QLF Dairy Product Manager 
Lisa Davis
Commentary on May 25, 2007 HOARD’S DAIRYMAN article.
My big five feeding challenges – HOARD’S DAIRYMAN

This article details Dr. Hutjens five biggest feeding challenges.  While reading the article, you will note liquid supplements can be 
beneficial in addressing each challenge.  

1)  Feed Consistency
Improving consistency of feed delivered to the cow is accomplished through careful bunk management, including uniform feed 
processing and TMR mixing times.  Liquid supplements improve consistency of feed consumed by the cow through decreasing sorting 
of long forage particles.  In addition, carefully monitor ingredient inventories to ensure all feeds are available for daily inclusion in the 
diet.

2) N and P Excretion
Dietary molasses inclusion has been shown to decrease Rumen Ammonia, MUN, and improve N efficiency (Broderick & Radloff, 
2004).   Rumen microbes utilize the sugar in molasses for energy to fuel growth and capture Rumen Ammonia, preventing it from 
escaping the Rumen and excretion as MUN.  In addition, remember that phosphoric acid, commonly used in liquid supplements, is a 
highly bioavailable source of phosphorus.

3).  Rumen Function and Optimization
Liquid supplements enhance rumen function by providing sugar and soluble protein to fuel microbial growth.  Prevention of sorting 
through liquid supplement use decreases risk of SARA.  Also, additives that stimulate rumen fermentation such as Diamond V XPCTM 
Yeast Culture may be formulated into QLF liquid supplements.

4).  Transition Feeding Risks
Minimizing transition metabolic disorders is accomplished through careful facilities, cow, and ration management.  A current ration 
approach to minimize metabolic disorders is a straw-based “Bird’s Nest” dry cow ration.  Including a Dry Cow Optimizer in a Bird’s 
Nest diet provides sugar and soluble protein to aid forage digestion, as well as all supplemental macro & micro minerals & vitamins.  
Dry Cow Optimizer helps to minimize ration separation and adds palatability to the Bird’s Nest diet.

5).  Building Rations
Dr. Hutjens points out that on-farm ration mixing is less precise and more variable than ration formulated on paper.  Liquid 
supplements have convenient on-farm storage tanks, precise meter and pump systems, and delivery that begins at the “flip of a switch.”  

In summary, the nutritional and physical benefits of liquid supplements can help overcome today’s feeding challenges!




